[Diagnosis of pericarditis].
Acute pericarditis can be divided into primary pericarditis--of unknown etiology and secondary pericarditis--caused by earlier diagnosed disease. The diagnosis of acute pericarditis is based on clinical manifestations and accessory investigations, among which the most important is echocardiography. However, the etiologic diagnosis of pericarditis seems to be much more difficult, being ascertained in no more than 30%. It makes the causative treatment impossible in many cases. The good knowledge of epidemiology and symptoms of different pericardial diseases is important to make the proper choice of investigative procedures. At the beginning, usually less invasive investigations are planned to confirm etiologic diagnosis. Subsequently, more invasive procedures like pericardiocentesis, pericardiotomy and pericardial biopsy are reserved to explain the cause of pericarditis. The exceptions are cardiac tamponade and suspected purulent pericarditis, when pericardiocentesis and surgical drainage are made promptly in the therapeutic and diagnostic aim.